LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of  Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held in the 

Courtroom, Courthouse, Longford on 

Monday, 8th  January 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paddy Belton, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Gearoid O Bradaigh, Seamus Butler, 

Mick Cahill, James Coyle, Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell, 

Sean O Fearghaile, Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peadar O Murchu, 

Michéal MacCnáimhí, Peggy  Nolan, P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.

IN ATTENDANCE:              Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Tommy McDonald, Head of Finance.





Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services.







Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. James Clarke, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

New Year Wishes.

Mayor P. Belton wished the Members, Manager and Officials a Very Happy New Year.

Visit by Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

The County Manager informed the members that the proposed visit by Minister Roche to Longford on the 18th January 2007 has had to be postponed.

The members will be informed of the new date as soon as same is known.

Budget 2007  -  Introduction.

The County Manager referred to meeting of the Corporate Policy Group held on the 

4th December 2006 and the Finance Committee meeting held on the 11th December 2006.

On the day of the Finance Committee meeting, Longford County Council was notified of its allocation from the Local Government Fund which was substantially more than was anticipated when the Draft Budget for 2007 was being prepared.

The Manager stated that the Draft Budget, before the meeting today, allows for the increased Local Government Fund and also takes into account the member’s request for a reduction in water and waste water charges and a reduction in the proposed 5% increase relating to the Annual Rate on Valuation 

Following amendment of the Draft Budget, the proposed rate increase is 4%.   The proposed charges for 2007, per cubic metre, are €1.14 for water supply and €0.86 for wastewater treatment.

Mr. Caffrey outlined the budget requirements under the eight programme groups and stated that he is recommending the Draft Budget for 2007, to the members, for adoption.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Murphy seconded that the members deal with the Budget only at the meeting and that Special Meetings of the Council be held in 2007 to consider, in detail, the services of the Council.

Mr. T. McDonald, Head of Finance, stated that the total estimated expenditure is in excess of €48m

over the eight programmes.    The general-purpose grant allocation from the Local Government Fund for Longford County Council for the year 2007 is €14,657,063.  

He stated that the General Annual Rate on Valuation required for 2007 on the basis of the Budget is €65.87 or an increase of 4.0%.
The Head of Finance and County Manager outlined the details of each of the eight programmes.

PROGRAMME GROUP 1   -   Housing and Building:

The total estimated expenditure for this Programme amounts to €5,665,284 and total estimated income amounts to €5,168,057.

It is anticipated that rents from Local Authority houses will increase in 2007 reflecting increased housing stock and rent increases.

Provision is made in the Budget for work to be carried out on Local Authority houses and other costs associated with the collection of rents.

It is anticipated that funding for the rejuvenation of Tromra Road in Granard will be allocated by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in the near future.     A renewal plan for MacEoin Park is with the Department for consideration.

PROGRAMME GROUP 2  -  Roads and Transportation:

The estimated expenditure is €19,516,767 and the total estimated income is  €13,646,869.

The local contribution for the upkeep of local roads will be increased to €975,000 in 2007.   Other costs funded by the Council’s own resources include public lighting, insurance risk prevention, safety education and propaganda.

The third phase of the five-year signposting plan is due for implementation in the first half of 2007.

PROGRAMME GROUP 3  -  Water Supply and Sewerage:

The estimated expenditure is € 7,192,290 and the total estimated income is  €3,324,115.          

Provision has been made for a planned maintenance programme for water and sewage treatment plants.

The members discussed, in detail, the charge for non-domestic water charges and agreed that the proposed increases are too high. 

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor S. Butler, the following resolution was adopted:-

“In the interests of maintaining the competitiveness of County Longford for business and investment and having regard to the level of charges in neighbouring counties, the Elected Members of Longford County Council call on the County Manager not to increase the local authority charges for water and wastewater in 2007 and to obtain any necessary savings through the reduction in wastages, the location and repairing of leakages, through water conservation measures and through promoting greater efficiencies.  

Where single metered supplies include a domestic element, the standing meter charge should be waived.”

The County Manager stated that he will consider the resolution adopted by the members and will come back to the Council at a later date with his decision but said that he is obliged to implement government policy.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor B. Steele seconded that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to increase the notional figure of 50,000 gallons designated as the domestic allowance for a house with a meter, as 50,000 gallons is not adequate.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor B. Steele, the following resolution was adopted:-

We, the members, of Longford County Council, call on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to amend the existing Water Pricing Policy as it is unfair to small counties like Longford which has one of the highest water and wastewater charges in the country.”

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be requested to meet the members of Longford County Council regarding the Water Pricing Policy.

PROGRAMME GROUP 4  -  Development Incentives and Control:

The estimated expenditure is  €2,503,522 and the total estimated income is €1,292,654.

The 2007 Budget includes a provision for interest on loans for development land purchased for industry.   

The Budget includes the costs associated with other development and promotional initiatives.   These include contributions to Regional Authorities and twinning of Local Authority areas.    Income from planning fees is expected to increase to €490,000.

The increased expenditure will enable the Council to carry out a review of the County Longford Retail Strategy and the Strategic Environmental Assessment.  The Council will continue with the production of Local Area Plans for towns and villages throughout the County.

The Head of Finance recommended that details of the Development Contribution Scheme be dealt with in conjunction with the presentation of the Annual Financial Statement for 2006 in February/March 2007.

PROGRAMME GROUP 5  -  Environmental Protection:

The estimated expenditure is €4,802,390 and the total estimated income is  €750,763.

The 2007 Budget reflects the cost of waste, litter and pollution control.  

The upkeep of burial grounds is expected to increase by over 4%.

It is anticipated that the cost of fire protection will increase.   This is mainly due to increases in salaries and training costs.

Councillor D. Glennon requested that the Community Fire Safety Programme planned for implementation in National Schools be also extended to secondary schools in the County.

PROGRAMME GROUP 6  -  Recreation and Amenity:

The estimated total expenditure is  € 2,232,908 and the total estimated income is €201,934.

Library costs are expected to increase by over 14% .     The allocation to Swimming Pools includes an estimate for loan charges relating to the new pool.   The members emphasised the need to promote the use of the new pool at the Mall Sports Complex.

Contributions to other bodies will remain the same as in 2007.

PROGRAMME GROUP 7  -  Agriculture, Education, Health and Welfare.

The estimated revenue expenditure is  €4,471,689 and the estimated revenue income is €3,811,884.

PROGRAMME GROUP 8  -  Miscellaneous Services:

The estimated expenditure is  €2,529,950 and the total estimated income is €881,724.

Central Management Charges.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Central Management Charges.

Member’s Expenses.

Various increases in Member’s and related expenses were noted.

Administration Salaries and Pensions.

Salaries are expected to increase by over 10% and pensions by 6%.

The County Manager, Directors of Services and Head of Finance replied to various questions raised by the members.

The County Manager thanked the Mayor, Members, Head of Finance and the staff of the Finance Section and the Directors of Services for their input into the preparation of the Draft Budget for 2007.

ADOPTION OF BUDGET:

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor S. Butler and unanimously resolved that Longford County Council adopt for the Financial year ending 31st December 2007 the Budget, as amended, with an increase of €38,947 in the provision for credit interest, as set out in Tables A, B and C.

It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor S. Butler and unanimously resolved that Longford County Council determine in accordance with the Budget adopted for Financial Year ending 31st day of December 2007, the rate set out in Column 1 of Table B and Column 7 of Table C to be the general annual rate on valuation to be levied for the year for the purposes set out in the Columns of Table B and Table C.  The Annual Rate on Valuation for Financial Year ending 31st December 2007 is determined at  €65.24.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 

21st February 2007.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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